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Fran Hornick is the guest speaker 
for CVDC’c August meeting. She 
will be giving a program on 
leatherwork. She owns a business
called "Awl for the Horse" where 
she does all types of leatherwork 
and repairs. Fran is traveling from 
Bridgeport and will be staying 
overnight, so members are 
encouraged to attend this meeting 
and bring guests! Let’s have a 
great turnout for Fran!

---------------

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: I encourage all CVDC members to attend the August 7th 
meeting, both to hear Fran Hornick's presentation on leatherwork and to vote whether 
CVDC should hold the June Horse Driving Trial Event next year. Our Event fills an 
important need in the driving community by offering an HDT in a setting that allows 
even the most novice of drivers to compete. However, holding the Event requires the 
full support of all CVDC members in planning and volunteering to make it successful. 
Our Event has been profitable over the last few years, thanks to the Event Committee 
and all the volunteers.  In order to seriously consider undertaking the Event next year, 
though, we need two or possibly three individuals to serve as:  1) the Sponsor Chair 
and 2) the Volunteer Coordinator Chair.  If you have any interest in either of these 
positions, and/or have any comments and suggestions as to ways in which the Club 
might improve the Event, please contact the Lawsons at wwwlawson@sbcglobal.net 
or me at President@cvdrivingclub.com. We hope to see you on August 7th!

Jan Frick, CVDC President

August 7th CVDC Meeting
Fran Hornick & An Important Vote
East Haddam Grange; 6:30 pm

Geoff Goodson working Marguerite Hayber’s  
Morgan “Nicholas” at July CVDC Meeting.

At our last meeting, local 
journeyman farrier and 
Dennis Reis Instructor, 
Geoff Goodson, gave a 
demonstration in the round 
pen.  Using his horse, 
Lady, he showed various 
natural horsemanship 
training techniques. Geoff 
also worked with 
Marguerite’s horse, 
Nicholas, on two issues 
that she is having with him. 

Program Notes: July CVDC Meeting 

One is the sometimes problem of “catching” the horse; the other is a resistance to 
pressure.   -Photos and text by Marguerite Hayber



DRIVING CALENDAR 2010 www.cvdrivingclub.com

Aug 7 - CVDC: Fran Hornick, Awl for the Horse (leatherwork). 6:30 pm, potluck., East Haddam Grange.
Aug 8 - Saratoga Pleasure Show, Lindenwald Estate, NY. www.saratogadriving.com
Aug 8 - Mary Gray Driving Center HDT, Danville, NH. Call 603-974-2357 or email mgdrivingcenter@comcast.net .
August 11-15 Walnut Hill Driving Competition, Pittsford NY. www.Walnuthillfarm.com
Aug 14 - ECDHA: Working Draft Horse Show, classes incl Men's/Women's Cart, Hitches & Obstacle, Washington
County Fair, RI. www.washingtoncountyfair-ri.com
Aug 14 - LHDC: Scott Monroe Clinic, Lotta-Rock Farm, Harwinton, CT. (Raindate: Aug 15)
Aug 15 - SNEHA: Open Show with Driving Division. Woodstock (CT) Fairgrounds. www.snehassociation.com
Aug 21 - LHDC: Shepard Meadows Benefit Pleasure Driving Show, Bristol. CT. (Raindate: Aug 22)
Aug 22 - Tri-State Open Show with small driving division on Sun morning, Oneco, CT. www.tristatehorsemen.com
Aug 27-29 - GMHA CDE, So Woodstock, VT. www.gmhainc.org
Aug 28-29 - Rhode Island Carriage Days, Celtic Cross Farm, Dudley, MA. www.ridrivingclub.org
Aug 28-29 - Shelly Temple clinic, Carriage Barn, Newton, NH. www.carriage-barn.com
Aug 29 - ECDHA: Draft Horse Show, Brooklyn Fairgrounds, CT. more info: Henry Tarryk - 860-642-6589.
www.easternctdrafthorse.com
Aug 29 - LHDC: Picnic drive at John & Monica Ray’s Farm, Litchfield. 11 am. Bring a side dish.

Sep 6 - GMHA Fall Driving Classic, So Woodstock, VT. www.gmhainc.org
Sep 11 - CVDC: High Hopes Therapeutic Program. 6:30 pm, potluck, East Haddam Grange.
Sep 11 - Lenox Tub Parade. www.colonialcarriage.com
Sep 11-12 - John Greenall clinic, Seacoast Farm, Wales, ME. www.seacoastfarm.com
Sep 11-12 - Vermont Classic Carriage Competition/Pleasure Show, New Haven, VT.  www.vhsa.org/Horse-Shows.php
Sep 12 - ECDHA: Hebron Fair Draft Demo, http://www.hebronharvestfair.org/. www.easternctdrafthorse.com
Sep 13-19 - The National Drive Week, Indianapolis, IN. www. nationaldrive.net
Sep 17 - LHDC: Fran Hornick on harness cleaning. Plymouth Congregational, Plymouth, CT. 7:30 pm.
Sep 18 - LHDC: Playday at Terry-Allen Farm, Terryville, CT. (Raindate: Sep 19)
Sep 18-19 - Maine Carriage Days, Topsham, ME.  www.mainecarriagedays.com . 
Sep 26 - Mary Gray Driving Ctr: Fall Pleasure Driving Show, Danville NH. www.wayfarerfarm.net
Sep TBD - CVDC Drive at Cones. Details to come.

Oct 1-3 - Berkshire Coaching Weekend, Stockbridge, MA. www.colonialcarriage.org
Oct 2 - CVDC potluck dinner meeting (program TBD). 6:30 pm, East Haddam Grange. www.cvdrivingclub.com
Oct 2-3 - Blue Slope Fall Festival, Blue Slope Country Museum, Frankin CT. More info: Sandy 860-642-7084.
www.easternctdrafthorse.com
Oct 3 - Saratoga Driving Trial, Valatie, NY. Judge: Larry Poulin. www.saratogadriving.com
Oct 4 - Mary Gray Driving Ctr: Fall Harvest Series ADT #1, Danville NH. www.wayfarerfarm.net
Oct 7-10 - World Equestrian Games, Lexington, KY, driving competitions
Oct 10 - CVDC Club Drive at Lord Creek, Lyme CT. www.cvdrivingclub.com
Oct 15-16 - Martin's Annual Fall Carriage & Antique Auction, Lebanon, PA. www.martinauctioneers.com/auctions.htm
Oct 17 - Joint LHDC & CVDC Picnic drive at Wethersfield Farm, Amenia, NY. 11 am. Bring lunch, helmets, chair. 
Contact Mark Borkoski at barnmark48@msn.com or 860-585-9018 if you plan on attending.
Oct 31 - RIDC: Halloween Fun Drive. 10 am., Celtic Cross Farm, Dudley, MA. www.ridrivingclub.org
Oct 31 - Carriage Barn’s Halloween Carriage Classic open fun show, Newton, NH. www.carriage-barn.com

Nov 6 - CVDC: Safety Panel. 6:30 pm, potluck., East Haddam Grange. www.cvdrivingclub.com
Nov 6 - ECDHA: Fun Day, 10 am, Blue Slope.  www.easternctdrafthorse.com
Nov 7 - Mary Gray Driving Ctr: Fall Harvest Series ADT #2, Danville NH. www.wayfarerfarm.net
Nov 11-14 - Equine Affaire, W Springfield, MA. www.equineaffaire.com
November 12 –  RIDC: club meeting and ice cream social, Uxbridge MA. 7pm. www.ridrivingclub.org
Nov 21 - Mary Gray Driving Ctr: Fall Harvest Series ADT #3, Danville NH. www.wayfarerfarm.net

Dec 4 - CVDC Holiday Party, TBD.
Dec 10 - LHDC Holiday Party.
Dec 14 - ECDHA: Christmas Party & Meeting, 6 pm, Blue Slope. www.easternctdrafthorse.com

Take a look at a new driving resource: http://www.drivingnews.us
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FOR SALE: Brand new Running Brook 
Road Cart.  Never used, Kept in clean 
storage.  Horse size.  All the bells and 
whistles.  $2100. Call Randy at 860-
873-3894

NEED A RELIABLE HORSE SITTER?
horse and pet sitting (primarily) in 
Colchester and surrounding towns. 
Experienced with horses and feeding 
routines.  References available.
Contact: Krista LaBella
klabella312@yahoo.com /
 860 748 6896

President’s Letter

Greetings to all and hope that everyone's having a great Summer so far. 
The July CVDC meeting Saturday night at Cow Hill was lots of fun and very 
informative with Geoff Goodson's round pen demonstration. He entertained 
us with his stories about working with feral horses in Australia as part of his 
internship and for scientific research on wild horses. Geoff uses the Natural 
Horsemanship approach taught by Dennis Reis. Geoff's horse, Lady, put on 
a wonderful demonstration to show us how he uses his aids. One of the 
more memorable aids was Geoff's bull whip, and boy, could he make that 
whip crack! Marguerite Hayber's horse, Nick, wasn't the only one who came 
to attention! Many thanks to Geoff, Marguerite, Lady, and Nick for the great 
demonstration, and to Randy and Frank Sabatino for their wonderful 
hospitality.

During Saturday's meeting, Randy announced that she would like to hand 
over the reins from being the Program Coordinator after some 15 years of 
planning programs for our monthly meetings. She's done a yeoman's job 
and has delighted us time and again with educational and enlightening 
programs. Next time you see Randy or send her an email, be sure to 
express your appreciation for all her hard work and efforts that we've 
enjoyed over the years. I would ask that you consider volunteering to help 
coordinate and plan our programs going forward. There are programs 
already arranged for the remaining meetings this year, so someone could 
take the reins at a walk, so to speak, to begin. By the way, the Program 
Coordinator could be handled on a "pairs" basis, if a few members wanted 
to share the overall role.

In addition to the Program Coordinator, we are seeking two other important 
volunteers, a Fund-raising Coordinator and a Volunteer Coordinator, in 
order for CVDC to realistically hold another HDT. I would like to recognize 
Anne Albee and Andree Duggan, who respectively have served so capably 
in these roles for many years. Anne has done a stellar job every year in 
contacting sponsors and raising funds for the HDTs. She deserves high 
praises and the Club's appreciation for all her contributions. Andree has 
been a volunteer coordinator par excellence. She inspired Pony Club kids, 
4-H kids, Boy Scouts, friends, family, anyone who was willing and 
interested to help at the HDT.  We will sorely miss both of these wonderful 
individuals, and are hoping that some other CVDC members will step 
forward to help out. Our HDT provides a great venue for Training and 
Preliminary drivers, and we'd love to continue doing this, if these two key 
volunteer jobs can be filled. Please contact Bill and Nancy Lawson at 
wwwlawson@sbcglobal.net if you are interested and/or have any questions.

Finally, a really big THANK YOU to Bill and Nancy Lawson for heading up 
CVDC's HDT again this year, and to all of the following wonderful CVDC 
members: Marguerite Hayber as Show Secretary; Kathie MacEslin as 
Cones Chair; Ann Sullivan as Dressage Chair; Anne Albee as Sponsor 
Chair; Andree Duggan, Nancy Lawson, Kathie MacEslin, Anne Sullivan, 
Carolyn McEvitt as Volunteer Coordinators; Randy Sabatino as Hospitality 
Chair; and Cathy Camp as Volunteer Dinner Chair. Not to mention all of 
the hard working volunteers who made the HDT possible!

Do hope to see you at the August 7th meeting to hear Fran Hornick talk 
about leatherwork and her business, "Awl for the Horse."

As always, walk on, enjoy the road, and drive safely,
Jan Frick
CVDC President

FOR SALE:

Running Brook Spinner.

Horse size, driven with 16.1 hand 
horse. 49” wheels. Easy front step-in. 
Seat adjusts for perfect balance.
Wood dash, brass rein rail, vinyl 
upholstery, flush hubs.

Excellent condition, well-cared for.

Elegant enough for show –
Sturdy enough for daily driving!

Call Cynthia at 860-434-3213

FOR SALE: Driving pony for sale. 
Registered Classic Shetland gelding. 
Bay 3 yr old, good sized – 11.2 h –
with excellent manners, up headed 
pretty trot. Yankee spent last summer 
learning to drive with Amish friends. 
Both parents and 2 full siblings are on 
the farm. Bred and raised by 
Isherwood Shetlands. $1,500. 
View our ponies at 
http://isherwoodshetlands
860-546-6707
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INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

BROMONT, CANADA, CDE - June 2010
CVDC club members Henry Tarryk (with his 
Morgan stallion, Whippoorwill King Jubilee) and 
Maggie Sullivan (with her Fjord mare, Riena) each 
had a good showing at Bromont. Henry finished 
second in the Training Level, Single Horse division, 
and found his greatest challenge was in the water 
obstacle and the bridge crossing. Maggie, 
competing at FEI Advanced levels, did a fabulous 
job and brought home first place. 

2010 FEI WORLD SINGLES IN ITALY:
Cat Luce reports: "Robin Groves, a serious 
competitor and driving instructor from VT will 
compete for Team USA [at the 2010 FEI World 
Singles Championships in Italy, July 28 - Aug 
2].  Competing as an individual will be Rhode 
Island Driving Club member Bob Koopman of MA!
… Bob and his Morgan gelding, Dancer
[Whippoorwill Keep Dancing, bred in Old Lyme, 
CT], have worked hard to achieve the honor of 
representing the USA abroad.  Bob and his wife 
Dianne are long time members of the RIDC and 
have hosted many meetings, clinics, and events at 
their home in Northbridge, Ma.  If you … have had 
the pleasure of meeting Bob at a competition then 
you know that his hospitality holds no bounds.  He 
and Dianne never fail to invite friends and 
strangers alike to join them for dinner or breakfast 
al fresco at trailerside,  (Bob is an excellent cook 
btw), and Bob is always there to lend a hand or 
piece of harness or to mend equipment if the need 
arises.  Bob and Dianne also have a long 
commitment to the ADS and are both life members 
and have spent many years as Board members, 
once again giving back to the sport they love. "

GIVING BACK
Speaking of "giving back," there are plenty of 
reasons right about now to support the sport of 
driving. At our July meeting, CVDC voted to make 
a one-time $500 donation to the ADS Fund 
specifically to support their presence at the WEG. 
We believe it will benefit the driving community as 
a whole to make a strong impression on the 
crowds expected at this event. We encourage all 
CVDC members to consider making a donation of 
their own to the ADS Fund, to support the WEG, or 
to assist with International Competition, or to 
promote driving as a whole. 

www.americandrivingsociety.org/ads_fund.asp

Cedar Knoll Farm – A Foal is Born! “Cedar Knoll’s Leila”

For those of you who have been waiting and wondering, Dolly 
had a filly on June 21st! She is a grand-daughter to the famed 
Windermere's King Kong (her long legs attest to that), and she 
is every bit her mother's daughter in looks and temperament. 
We have high hopes for this beauty! Visit our blog regularly to 
keep up with us as we raise and train this lovely girl. 
www.cedarknolldrafthorses.blogspot.com.

Would you like to come visit? Give us a call to stop by and see 
her!

Photos from the June CVDC Show by Anne Albee

Our Friends of the Litchfield Hills Driving Club have a 
new website!!! Check it out!!!

http://litchfieldhillsdrivingclub.org
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ALOHA!  By Rita Bellinger

Reporting after spending a beautiful day at Orleton Farms Hawaiian 
Fun Day sponsored by the Colonial Carriage and Driving Society with 
Dan Abbate and his Standardbred mare Double Bill.

I know some of us drive as individuals but this is truly a "team" sport.
It's always easier (and safer) to have a groom/helper/ second pair of 
hands and eyes when we drive. I was happy when Dan asked me to 
join him for this annual fun day.  The only driving event I'd been to 
previously was our CVDC's driving trial so it was a real treat to meet 
new people, visit new places and experience various events.

Dan is smart, he always allows an extra 1/2hr to get on the road in 
the morning in the event a horse won't load or other unexpected 
delay to avoid rushing, making mistakes or forgetting something. The 
weather couldn't have been better, a nice breeze with the sun going 
in and out and a picturesque setting at Orleton farms. There was an 
excellant turnout and I must say, VSE's had a "big" presence even 
several pairs, driven by adults, children (accompanied by adults) and 
grandparents with their grandchildren, it was truly a family fun day.

The theme was Hawaiian, including a "Whacky Shirt and Critter" 
class where exhibitors had a chance to show off their carriage dogs 
or other "critters", costumes and decorated carriages as well as a 
"Rickshaw Class" where the horse is a human, blindfolded, and the 
driver sits in the cart with the whip and directs the horse thru a cones 
course, that was just too funny! I think the real horses do a 
much better job than the human horses. I tried my best not to get 
eliminated for excessive whipping.

CVDC member Peter Von Halem brought out his four Clydesdale/
Hackney's fully decorated in their Hawaiian theme putting us all to 
shame that drive single or pairs as he calmly negotiates his horses 
(seemingly effortlessly) through the courses.

Double Bill was an excellent ambassador for Standardbreds, nothing 
fazed her, from her lei around her neck to the flamboyant Hawaiian 
decorations of other competitors (and donkey), my TB would have 
been in the next town sooner than pass some of those decorations!

Anne Albee and Dan had supplied our decorations, Hawaiian shirts, 
lei's, grass skirts, tiki torches and flowers for our cart. Billie entered 
and placed in every single class always above 3rd. (even though we 
were held up on the marathon behind Peter Von Halem's "slow" 
horses-ha ha!) Standardbreds sure can move! Billie even went right 
through the water hazard which Dan said made the whole day 
worthwhile.

People were stopping us all day admiring Billie, asking what breed 
she was which would lead to them either saying they had a
Standardbred or wish they did. I was proud to say I'd just gotten one 
and have high hopes for our future as a team.

Carriage Driving & Natural 
Horsemanship Clinic

Clinic with David Bradham, NARHA Certified 
Driving Instructor. August 14, 2010 / Hills 
Farm/Maromas Stables, 772 Brooks Road, 
Middletown CT. / $95 per participant for 
private OR $65 per participant for semi-
private session. Sessions will last 
approximately 50 minutes long. Fees include 
breakfast or lunch. Auditors are welcome; 
auditing fee is $10. Choose from Driving or 
Mounted Sessions (or both). For further 
information or to register: Contact Amanda 
Thomson at (860) 704-4599 X 4029 or email: 
thomsona@mps1.org

Walnut Hill
Carriage Driving Competition

August 11-15, 2010

Once each year, during the third week in 
August, the picturesque Pittsford, NY 
countryside comes alive with the magic and 
romance of an earlier era - a time when the 
Horse and Carriage reflected the quality of 
life and influenced the pace and scope of 
occupational and social activities…. This 
living showcase of Americana presents a 
unique marriage in modern day equine sport 
- that of combining the pageantry and beauty 
of exquisitely turned out equipages with the 
excitement of demanding competition.
(www.walnuthillfarm.com )

MEMBERS, PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
Application can be found on the CVDC website under “join”
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Feeding Horses During Hot Weather
Posted on July 23, 2010 by Gina T.

Originally from http://www.horsefeedblog.com
Submitted to Long Lines by Rita Bellinger

Performance horses in all disciplines, from racing to western 
pleasure, are expected to deliver optimum performance all year 
around, regardless of temperature. Summer conditions of high 
temperature and humidity presents several challenges to the 
horse owner. Proper management of working conditions, water 
consumption and feeding practices can help meet the challenge.

Working Conditions:
1. Early morning and evening rides are better for both horse and rider.
2. Horses confined during the day should have shade, ventilation and fresh clean water. This applies to 

horses in stalls, at shows or in the pasture.
3. If horses must be trained or shown during the heat of the day, they should be offered water regularly. 

[Current veterinary advice is that, if a horse is thirsty, let him drink, within reason, although the old "six 
sips and a walk" can still serve as a guideline.] … Horses going in classes throughout the day must be 
allowed to drink regularly, as dehydration and heat stroke can be deadly.

4. Loss of fluid can also make a horse prone to colic. If a horse stops sweating, immediate action is 
required.

Feeding Management Practices:
1. Adjust the energy sources fed. The horse’s total thermal load can be reduced by using highly 

digestible fiber sources and added fat feed sources. 
1. High fiber hay produces more heat increment or heat of digestion than lower fiber hay.
2. Fat produces the lowest heat increment.
3. The most heat efficient hay source for a performance horse would be an early cut grass or 

grass legume mixture. This hay should be fine in texture and relatively soft to the touch.
2. An added fat feed or the addition of corn oil to the diet will provide higher energy with lower intake, and 

will assist in reducing the thermal load. Added fat diets may also produce the additional performance 
benefits of increased endurance and reduced fluid loss.

3. Feeding small amounts throughout the day rather than two large feedings may also be beneficial as 
the heat produced by digestion can be spread out.

4. Very high levels of protein should be avoided as the excess nitrogen increases fluid loss due to the 
higher urine output.

Feeding Salt & Electrolytes:
1. Loose trace mineral salt in a feeder protected from rain should be available free choice. Manufactured 

feeds will generally contain 0.5%-1.0% salt, but a performance horse may require 4-6 ounces of salt 
per day to maintain electrolyte balance. Horses will generally not consume this much block salt.

2. Electrolyte supplements may be beneficial immediately before and during a competition, but care must 
be exercised to make certain the horse is consuming adequate water. Giving a concentrated 
electrolyte without adequate water consumption may actually increase the potential for a problem.

Also, see this article at Horse.com for more hot weather tips: 
http://www.thehorse.com/ViewArticle.aspx?ID=16625&src=VW

DRIVING HORSES IN THE SUMMER can lead to itchy ears and sweaty heads. Most of us have 
heard the recent reports of tragic accidents with horses panicking when bridles come off. Our friends at 
Eastern CT Draft Horse Association offered the following suggestions: 

 Make sure the throatlatch is tight enough (least effective), 
 Use a gullet strap which goes from the noseband to the throatlatch (more effective, not foolproof),
 Braid the forelock over the crownpiece and into the mane (positive prevention),
 Braid a short piece of shoelace into the front of the mane and tie it around the crownpiece (again, 

positive prevention). 

Photo by Krista LaBella
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Send your photos, stories, events, announcements, 
show results, advertisements and letters to the editor! 
Be a part of your club’s news! We want to hear what 
our members have been doing with their horses! 


